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Editorial

Compared to 2010, during the year
2011 AfroMarket magazine pub-
lished five issues, one more than
last year. This means we are averag-
ing one issue every two months.
Over the course of the year 2011,
we reported on the many African
business owners who shared their
challenges with us, as well as, the
politicians from African countries
who came to the US to meet the members of their respective
diasporas with the hope of encouraging investment back home.
This year, we received two emblematic diplomatics personalities
from Chad and Senegal in addition to Heads of State. The year
2011 was also the United Nations International Year of People of
IAfrican Descendant which recognized the contributions of African
descendants and called for continued struggle to end the racism and
discrimination faced the world over. In this issue we recount some
of the events that took place to commemorate this historic year.
IWhile 2011has ended, it’s financial impact on the African and
|African Diaspora business community does not go unnoticed.
IMany small businesses went bankrupt. A number of restaurants
and clothing stores have been affected by the bad economy and the
unemployment rate in the African and Caribbean community
lgrows with the exceedingly high percentage of unemployed blacks
in New York City.
IDespite the toughness of the economy, our communities never
igave up. Business were created in the five boroughs and in other
states.
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Editorial

Some businesses like money transfer continue to show signs of
growth because of the needs of African and Caribbean

families on the back home. According to the General Consul of
Senegal El Hadj Sidi Niang, while the past year was bad for
Senegalese entrepreneurs, the Consulate is working hard to
encourage and support them, by taking on initiatives to facilitate
their empowerment with the help he and his office could bring.

We remain optimistic that the December holiday season is a great
opportunity for the small- and medium- size businesses of the
global African community to reboot many of the loses they
endured during the year. AfroMarket is also pleased to close out
the year by launching a website to help promote business in the
US and worldwide, www.africatvusa.net provides African and
African Diaspora business people an opportunity to establish a
strong global consumer base. Finally, as we continue to expand
our reach, AfroMarket has for the first time in its history reported
from abroad (the Federative Republic of Brazil in South America)
with our new correspondent in an promising partnership between
African descendants from civil society, as well as, the cultural and
business sectors around the world.

We wish you all a great New Year in 2012 and hope that your
business will be more successful.

Cordially,

Karim Diabate, Publisher

Dowoti Désir, Editor
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Society

For the critics,Sonia Pierre, shed too
much light on a situation. And for oth-
ers, that light was a bright beacon of
hope.
For her critics Sonia Pierre shed too
much light on a situation. And for oth-
ers , that light was a brigth beacon of
hope. Pierre, 48, who died of a heart attack last Sunday, endured
death threats, assaults and jail because of her. And for others work
and her positions — a main one being that the children of Haitian
immigrants born in the Dominican Republic should be
Dominican citizens. Right now, that is not the case.

And ExtremeR, in a post on the DR1.com website agreed with
that point: “There’s one thing I will always agree with her. The
fact that Haitians are not declared Dominicans on birth in the DR.
I find it to be a coward solution to the immigration problem in
the DR. Any kid born in the DR should be Dominican period.
But that’s my POV.”

Much of the hatred in the DR against Pierre came from her ten-
dency to not take “no” for an answer when it came to Dominico-
Haitians’ rights. When nos came from the Dominican government
and the country’s highest courts, she charged that the actions were
international human rights abuses and highlighted them.
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She was recognized for her efforts. Among the honors she received
was a Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice and Human Rights
award and the U.S. State Department International Women of
Courage award, in 2006 and 2010 respectively.

“Though the world is somber today because of her too-soon depar-
ture, she has changed the world for the better by her tireless advo-
cacy for human rights,” Lily Cerat, co-founder of the New York-
based Haitian Women for Haitian Refugees and a steadfast friend
and fan of Pierre, said last week.

“Living daily amid great hostility in her homeland, the
Dominican Republic, Sonia remained steadfast in her advocacy for
the human and civil rights of Dominicans of Haitian descent.”
Over the years, Cerat’s organization and Pierre’s MUDHA —
Movimiento de Mujeres Dominico-Haitiana (Movement of
Dominican Haitian Women) — have worked together on humani-
tarian and educational projects in the DR and Haiti.

“[Sonia] has shown that each one of us can make a difference and
play a role in making this world a truly democratic place where
we respect the existence of one another,” Cerat said. ‘“Part of her
legacy is never to be afraid to challenge civil rights abuses from
others or nation-states, to denounce the wrongs perpetrated against
disenfranchised peoples and communities and to truly be keepers
and protectors of our brothers, sisters and children.”

Source Daily News
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Entrepreneurship '

“LET US PLAN YOUR NEXT TRIP TO
ARICA ASIA OR EUROPE” ~

ABBY TRAVEL &

MULTI SERVICES

2194 8" Ave (Bet 118" & 119*™ St.)
New York, NY 10026

212-213-6775 Fax: 646-216-8558

Website: www.abbytravel.com Email: abbytravel@mindspring.com
Mon. - Fri. 1pm - 8pm Sat. 11am - 6pm, closed Sundays

* Airport Limo Service * Travel Insurance * Passport Aapplication * Money Transfer *

Tour packages * Cruises * Car Rentals * Honeymoon Specials « Immigration Matters

Say: “I saw your ad in the Amsterdam News” Get 5% Discount

Subject to availability, prices may change without notice, taxes and surcharges are not included.

Habissatou Bah the owner of a travel company named Abby Travel is back in business one year after she closed her company \\

due to a sickness that has almost paralyzed her. Habissatou has been in business for over ten years and has steadily established
erself as a leading and trusted company in the travel field. Thanks to a dedicated team of expert travel agents, she has seen her com-
any evolve from a start-up company to an established institution that is still growing. She first opened her business on Broadway in
he Chelsea district in 1999. After a few year of success, she decided to expand her business and find an office in Harlem at 135th
Street to be closer to the African community (date). After two years of rapid growth, Habissatou became one of the most reliable trav-
el agency owner’s in the community.

In July 2010 things took an unfortunate turn in her life, she was hit by a sickness and was forced to temporarily close her business.
But now, thanks to her husband and the good relationships she enjoyed with her customers over the past years, Habissatou has been
able to reopen her business in a new location between 118th and 119th Streets on 8th Avenue. Nowadays she is getting back on the
racks, moving slowly but surely reestablishing her clientele. We just wish her a great come back.

by Boubah Sow
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Society

Jissokho le chouchou de la musique Son
Ur une serie de concerts aux USA

IAnnoncé pour les Etats Unis au mois de Janvier 2012 lassana
Cissokho le chouchou de la music Soninke s’apprete a livrer une
serie de concerts a ses fans a travers les Etats ou se trouve une forte
communaute Malienne et Africaine. 1’artiste qui vient pour la pre-
imiere fois aux USA n’est connu que par ses oeuvres et ses albums
qui sont au nombre de quatre, Taguekhana en 2003, khouman
[khouman en 2005 Tenere et Diagou en 2006.C’est tout petit a [’age
de 7 ans que Lassana a pris gout a la musique. Opposé a son pere
ipour ce choix il du s’enfuir et se confier a I’ami de son grand-pére
afin de pratiquer aisement sa passion. Apres plusieurs tournées

dans les villes et villages du Mali, Cissokho se retrouve en France
en 2002. Il fonde son propre groupe Soninkara et participe a des
concerts et festivals avec une musique qui se consomme a travers
la France et toute 1’Europe. Dans son palmares il a partagé la
scene
avec des stars comme Youssou Ndour, Salif kita qui voit en ce
monsieur un talent et un avenir plein de succes. C’est ce talent et
cette connaissance de la musique que Lassana Cissokho vient|

partager aux USA avec ses fans qui I’attendent impatiemment

Yves Gerard
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DESSERT -COLD & HOT BEVERRGES
Adress 160 st-161 st 860 MeIrQ;e Bronx 104
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GASSAMA GENERAL
HOUSE REPAIR

231 W 116 STREET BET 7AVE & 8AVE NEW YORK
L: 212-665-9073/ 917-769-6372

450 W 149 ST NY NY 10031

& -Roof work- Cleaning
% W™ after burn- Rebuilding

3 . -Plastering-Painting

. Tile

 TEL O 7-C04A-0813

Email:gassahamady@yahoo.com




TEL: 718-328-1928- FAX: 718-328-7139
WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS

1407 VIELE AVE, HUNTS POINTS MARKET BRO NY,104A4

|V
RoKoNT

by F[Stocl(cuhes . m——
. 3 Iﬁ i

rrrrrrrr

Mn udPO Mashui Puta :

ACCRA Kenkey-ABEMUDURO PALM NUT SOUP-ALAFIA BITTERS-ALATA SEMINA BLACK SOAP-ATTIEKE

ATWOOD BITTERS- BLACK EYE BEANS- BLACK SEED BITTERS- BONE IN BEEF BUCKETS-CERELAC

-COUS COUS- DELTA RICE- EGGPLANTS- EXETER CORNBEEF- GARI- GHANA FRESH PALM NUT SOUP.
SOLDEN TROPIC’'S FUFU -GRIPE WATERS- GUN POWDER TEA- HAUSA KOKO- HEINZ SALAD CREAM- HEINZ
VEGETABLE SALAD -JASMIN RICE-JUMBO CUBES-KARAFI BITTERS-LIKEFE PALM NUT S.- MAGGIE SHRIMP-
HANA MILO - NIGERIAN STYLE( POUNDED YAM)- OLIVE OIL-- QUAKER OATS- OVALTINE - RICE FLOUR
XFORD CORNBEEF- PEAK MILK POWDER- POTATO STARCH-PSK RED HOT PEPPER-QUEEN ELIZABETH COCOABUTTER
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Fashion

Born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti Désir founder of Gran Bwa states:
“The men’s and women'’s clothing | design are inspired

by traditional African clothing patterns but with at wist.”

“Most people are surprised when they learn I have started design-
ing African clothing,” stated Dowoti Désir, the Harlem-based
human rights and cultural rights activist. “I am a curator of contem-
porary art, and spent a large part of my youth being formally
trained in the arts: pen and ink, water colors, pastels, oil painting
etc. I was drawing before 1 could write.” she said causally.
“Creating a refined, polished look with elegant, natural fabrics for
our community is something I’ve wanted to do for years.”

Born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti Désir founded Gran Bwa designs in
2011 in honor of the the UN International Year for People of
African Descent. Gran Bwa is labeled as “sophisticated clothing
for warm people in cold places,” because the men’s and women’d
clothing she designs are inspired by traditional African clothing
patterns but with a twist. A world traveler recently returning from
academic and political conferences in Canada and Brazil, and soon
heading for Benin, Désir’s vision for dressing the black communi-
ty speaks to people of African descent who want to maintain a
strong cultural presence in their professional environment especial-
ly during the colder months of the year or those living in cooler cli-
mates.

She recalls being in Berlin in 2010 at a tribunal marking the 125th
I Anniversary of the Berlin-Congo Conference which drew the prob-
lematic lines that literally shaped the national boundaries of
today’s African states. Désir said that there were some 200 Afro
Europeans, Africans, people of the Caribbean and African
lAmericans putting colonialism on trail; everyone was wearing
something African. “It was however freezing outside! We were in
the middle of a German winter so imagine what we were wearing?”
She continues, “Turtle-necks with bazin; bright African summer
shirts with heavy, dark European suits; and bulky sweaters under-
neath mud cloth tunics. There has gotten to be a better way of

of showing our cultural pride, looking good, and staying warm” she
concluded. The woman who never had a chance to fulfill her youth-
ful dreams of being a fashion designer suddenly realized she could|
not only make her fantasies come true, by reinventing African
clothing in the Western work place but also possibly finance her
human rights work all by playing with the sartorial aesthetics of her
African and Caribbean roots. A signature look is a modified grand
bubu, cut with the traditional asymmetrical collar and pocket but
the length is shorten to better function in an office, class room,|
board room, or when walking down snow filled streets. One can|
tell that Désir was once an artist since she chooses distinct fabrics|
with subtle color play in cashmere, English and Italian wools, raw
silk and other fine materials. Pin stripes, herringbone weaves, and|
window-pane plaids are favorites patterns to embroider with her
design sensibilities.
When asked, “ What does “Gran Bwa” mean?” She reveals, “Gran|
Bwa is a spirit of the forests that the Africans and indigenous peo-|
ple of Haiti shared. Translated it means great forest or mighty tree.
It pays homage to what is sacred in our societies: to be grounded;
rooted; to stand tall and embrace the heavens. When people invest
in my clothing... (because its not cheap)” she laughs playfully, “I
want them to know that they posses that kind of natural and spiri-
tual energy. You know, before a tree gets cut down to make a drum,|
permission is asked of that tree and an offering is made. We think
twice about how and why we cut down a tree in most Afrocentric
cultures.” Désir continues, “In the world that we live in, filled with|
so much injustice especially towards Afro-descendants, we need to
be empowered and those who would try to strike us down should
do the same, i.e., to think twice before they act. There is a psychol-
ogy to clothing and how we present ourselves in the world impacts
how far we advance in it. My clothing line, Gran Bwa is designed
to remind us of the power we possess as individuals, and collective-
ly as African descendants.”

A believer in Pan African cooperation and self determination,|
monies earned from the sale of the rich clothing line generates
commerce for local African businesses and allows Désir, the]
activist to continue her fight against racism, racial discrimination|
and xenophobia in the global African community through her
human rights organization, the Durban Declaration and Programme
of Action Watch Group aka., the DDPA Watch Group.

The Gran Bwa atelier is based in Manhattan. Already igniting inter-|
est in Canada, Nigeria and France, the collection of men’s 2 piece
To be continued on page 13
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Entrepreneurship

Binta Ann Guinean woman Writer
Journalist and founder of Fondale

A\

é "

Hello Binta Ann, you are well known in your country Guinee
’but maybe not in the whole African continent, could you
i

introduce yourself, tell us about your professional life and tell
us where you live ?

Thank you, lim Ms Daffe born Binta Ann. [im Guinean. After my
studies, [ went to France where I studied in a high school of tourist
and aerial. I worked in Roissy Airport for 6 years. Now-a-days |
live in New York and I just finished my studies on childrenis ed
cation from preschool and elementary school. Iim a comedian in
some theater groups and a writer. I work in an immigration law
office. Im mother of two little girls, Mayeny and Fanta. I also work
as volunteer in UNICEF USA. In one word, I try to do a lot of
things.

'What was your motivation in writing and where do you get
your inspiration? And when did you start writing?

looking for his way out. I wanted to make a decision to determine
my own destiny. My imagination was the concretization of (not
only) my joy of life and my mood; but I want to make my readers
dream.
'Your book le marriage par colis (Marriage by Arrangement)
was successful. In summation, for thoose who didnit read it,
what is it about?

I had a great pleasure to write this book that I started writing in
secondary school in Guinea and finished it in France with the
book publishing company liharmattan. 1 was grateful to see the
impact on the youth who played it in theater or in movie in their
native language. The book is about the misadventures of a young
guy who left his village for the city to pretend to be a minister.
After he contracted the job, he sent his first salary to his parents
who informed all the village that their son has become a minister
so, they needed to send him a wife. After struggling the young
man found his way out of African and on to Europe where he

[ grew up in a big family of about twenty where everyone was'

drugs, corruption and the impact of the African traditions such as
maraboutage or polygamy on our lives. The challenge for him
was how to live in a western country and literally respect our cus-
toms and our african tradition? Itis a humorous dilemma that the
readers have the pleasure or pain to solve. By reading this book
you will be pleased to discover the depth of African life in the
western countries.

So what about the others books?
Awa the little begger girl, (someone who lives of begging) This
focuses on the education of a young girl in Africa, where 1
encourage schooling above any other profession or job. It has
been realized as a short film by UNICEF in Guinea in 1988 and
played in many African countries. Children soldiers, denounced
the recruitment, implication of and the manipulation of children
in war.

-Who is the writer who most inspired you?
The writer that inspired me the most is Camara Laye, my
Guinean compatriot. I grew up with his best seller novel, Enfant
Noir that retraces with wonder African culture. The style is sim-
ple and the book is well written. When you read one of my
books, le Mariage par Colis,” for example, you will find some
similarities on the style and the description of things and places.f

What will be the next book be about and when will it be avail-
able?

My next book is about child soldiers. Our communities and politi-
cians are enrolling more and more young children to become sol-
diers or militias in their army. I am trying to raise my voice and
condemn the use of children for war purposes. Children belong to
school and playground not in war zone. The book will certainly be
out in 2012, but as we all know, everything is in God’s hands.

To be continued on page 19
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sokotos, vests, trousers, shirts and select women’s wear will be in cold places.”
formally launched in Europe in 2012. At HYPERLINK Reinventing African Stye with Dowoti Désir and Gran Bwa

"http://www.ddpa-watchgroup.org" www.ddpa-watchgroup.org, Clothing

the last entry on the site “Gran Bwa” will lead viewers to a link Mariana Victorin

where they can see more “sophisticated clothing for warm people

PP P P P P e P P e e P P P P e P P P e e P P P e e P P P P e P e e P P e e P P P P P P e P P P P e e e P P e e P P P P P e P P P P P e e e P P P e e P P P P P e P e e P P P P P P P P e e P P P e e P P P P P e P P P PP e e P P P P T P P

O PP e P P e P e P e P P e P P e e e e e e e P P P P e P e B P e e e P e P P P e P e e e P e e e e P P P P e e P P P e P P P P P P P P P e P P e P P e P P PP P e P P e P e P P P e e PR e Pl

"BASSANO CLOTHINGS X%
)[ EWERLY-PHONES-COSMETICS-BAGS
SN]EA]K]ERS~J[ IEANSJDS]H[][]&TSACA]P’S

ARARARAAATIANA

SANAARRARARAARRARARAARANANAATARRBRAAARKAANARARARARAKAANARAAT AR AANARARANARAT AR ARANARAXAAAAAR;

JEWELRY
PHONE CARDS
ACCESSORES

=900 SHERMAN mmmx TEL:34

3 Y =3
SR A o L B o o O R O R e MU A UG N R A UG,

13



Iamll EER, ' 7 1=
= WHOLESAWE:& RETAIL - IMPOI!!'E EXPORT

= s st |, T a—— |
> : *+ 1y .
ITa

)/

GRAIN BWA: Sophisticated Clothing for
Warm People in Cold Places

1:91.7.539.7252
www.ddpa-watchgroup.org

14




Society
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100%
NEGRO

The United Nations declared 2011 the International Year of People
of African Descendants and African descendants everywhere from
New York City to Paris, Dakar to Bahia have been participating in
a series of discussions, celebrations and civil society fora to cele-
brate black culture but more importantly to assess any progress
made in the socioeconomic conditions of the global African com-
munity. The scourge of racism, racial discrimination and xenopho-
bia is an on-going battle.
Earlier this year a series of AfroEuropean groups came together at
UNESCO in Paris in May to commemorate the10th anniversary of
Taubira’s Law, a five article piece of national French legislation
that recognizes the the TransAtlantic Slave Trade as a crime
against humanity. An irony given recent rumors of France’s
attempt to further devalue the CFA in light of its flattering AAA
standing and the crises of the Euro. Such a move would cause even
more massive economic downturns in West Africa and emphasizes
how dangerous the grip of the Pact Colonial is to Africans every-
where.
The Mexican government on the other hand has for the first time
ever officially acknowledged the African presence and the level of
discrimination they face in their country. The number of African
descendants in Mexico ranges from as little as 474,000 to as many
as 4.7 million. The uncertainty about their numbers speaks to the
invisibility blacks have endured in that country since 1810 when
the last official census determined they were 10% of the popula-
tion. Measures are being taken by the Mexican government to take
a formal census of Afro descendants to better determine what
social services this sector of the population requires.
In October the African Union invited prominent leaders from the
African Diaspora to participate in a major meeting to determine
what mechanisms must be put in place to include the Diaspora as
part of its 6th Region. Such a move would create greater solidarity
within the global African community
and enable economic security and

Brazlhan Samba dancers performmg at

the openin; ceremoxz;lof Nigeria's
enterfor B ck and can Culture

ican Union Hea

structure in October 2011.( Photo by D. Desir)

Ambassador Cnfipm GREGOIRE of Dominica (extreme
quaters in New York, focused on expan
include the African Diaspora the 6th region and part of organisational

At The Afrb XXi Conférénce in Salvaor Brzil

greater foreign investment on the continent. Dual citizenship for
people living outside the continent was a demand placed on the
table by members of the Diaspora. November marked “Black
Consciousness Month” in South America where spirits were high
in Salvador do Bahia. Thousands gathered to celebrate the
encounter of African descendants from throughout the hemisphere.
Some were wearing tee-shirts that read, “100% Negro” (translated
from the Portuguese and Spanish languages meaning 100% Black).
Brazil held a major conference organized with the Secretary
General’s office of Spain in Salvador do Bahia, 16-20 November
entitled “AfroXXI del Afio

Internacional de los Afrodescendientes.” The Brazilian office of]

Encuentro Iberoamericano
SEPPIR that is in charge of ensuring racial equality in the country|
with the largest number of African descendants outside of the
African continent had academics, officials, and activists convene
in a series of presentations that spoke to and debated the issues
confronted by Africans in the Americas including Argentina,
Barbados, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, Haiti,
Poverty; the lack of statistical data about Afro-descendants; educa-

and Uruguay.

tional disparities including the exclusion of African history in
school books; criminalization of youth; the challenges continued to
be faced by Black women; and the prevalence of Afro-phobia (a
fear of black culture and people) were on the agenda. A high level
meeting which included African governmental representatives
from Angola, Benin, Cape Verde, and Senegal concluded the his-
toric proceedings.

A decade celebrating the African community’s contributions to
global culture is called for in 2012. Protecting the human rights of
black people by fighting against racial discrimination; installation
of a Permanent Forum for People of African Descent that gives
voice to the concerns of Africans on the continent and in the
Diaspora at the United Nations; as well as, and funding for the
Permanent Forum are among the objectives groups hope to have
met during the next 10 years.

by Mariana Victorin

.mi\”in

ﬂ negal‘s Ministre Conseiller Amadou Lamine FAYE ()]

ith Nicaragua's Bridget BUDIER, and Djibril DIALLO c¢
'NDP (r)at Afro XXI in Salvador do Bahia, Brazil 11/ 201’




Society

A west AfricarmmaiHgiGiecorsiealing account

information from coorpefaie-Fedex CusSiomers

Defendant Shipped 63 Packages Using
Stolen Information from FedEx
Customers. Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus R. Vance, Jr.,
announced the indictment of A. F ( Only initial for security rea-
son ) 45, for illegally sending more than 60 shipments from
FedEx retail locations in Manhattan using stolen FedEx shipping
account information. Many of the shipments were bound for
countries in Africa and locations around the United States, and
contained items such as clothing, computers, and automotive
parts. The indictment charges A.F with Identity Theft in the First,
Second, and Third Degrees, and Attempted Identity Theft in the
First Degree.[1]

“The defendant used stolen property to offer his customers FedEx
service at bargain basement prices,” said District Attorney Vance.
“This case not only affected FedEXx, it also harmed many shippers
and receivers who had their packages intercepted by authorities
before reaching their destination. I thank our partners in law
enforcement and the FedEx Corporation for their assistance with
this investigation.”

To ship a package through FedEx, a customer must complete and
attach to the package a shipping label known as an air waybill, or
an airbill. The airbill allows the shipper to bill the shipment
costs to a valid FedEx account number established by an individ-
ual or corporation.

According to documents filed in court and statements made on the
record in court, between September 2008 and November 2010,
AF fraudulently obtained personal identifying information, such
as the names, addresses, and FedEx credit account numbers of cor-
porations, and used that information to create airbills. The
method by which A.F obtained this information is currently under
investigation.

A.F presented these fraudulent airbills at FedEx locations in
Manhattan in order to ship packages throughout the United States
and to West African nations, including Mali and Senegal. A.F sent
these packages on behalf of customers whom he cultivated

To be continued on page 17
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Society

To be continued

hrough his contacts in the West African
communities, and charged them rates
less than FedEx ordinarily charges.

For example, as detailed in court, on
November 2, 2009, A.F shipped from
Manhattan a package containing toiletries and powdered milk des-
tined for Dakar, Senegal, using a FedEx credit account stolen from
a not-for-profit organization in Manhattan. Given the weight, dis-
tance, and chosen method of delivery, this shipment cost the
FedEx corporate account holder $3,221 to send, before being iden-
tified as fraudulent.

In another example, on June 2, 2010, A.F shipped from
Manhattan a package containing computer equipment destined for
Bamako, Mali, using a FedEx credit account associated with an
asset management firm based in Manhattan. The shipment was
intercepted

by FedEx in Paris, France. This shipment would have cost the
FedEx corporate account holder $3,436 had the shipment reached
Mali.

A.F’s fraudulent scheme was initially identified by the FedEx
Corporation after several corporations disputed their invoices. The
63 shipments associated with charges contained in the indictment
include packages that were successfully delivered, attempted to be
delivered, or intercepted prior to delivery.

The actual cost of shipping the 63 packages through FedEx is
estimated to be more than $80,000 identified as fraudulent. The
victims did not have to pay those costs.

Assistant District Attorneys James Schiff and Jordan Arnold are
handling the prosecution of this case under the supervision of
Assistant District Attorney Gilda Mariani, Chief of the Money
Laundering and Tax Crimes Unit.

District Attorney Vance thanked the agencies who are collaborat-
ing in this effort, including: the New York City Police
Department Major Case Squad, particularly Deputy Inspector
CharLieutenant Christopher Stahl, Sergeant Frank Ventura, and
Detective Anthony Diaz. District Attorney Vance also thanked
Zane Hill and Joseph Conte of the FedEx Corporation’s Fraud
Investigations Group.
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MILLENNIUM WHOLESALE LLC

IMPORT, EXPORT & WHOLESALE OF
HOSIERY, UNDER GARMENTS, ALL HAIR, BODY AND BEAUTY CARE PRODUCTS.
FULL RANGE OF AFRICAN BEAUTY PRODUCTS UNDER ONE ROOF

WE ARE
SPECIALIZED i
TO MOST OF THE
OUNTRIE . | 50 STATES
COUNTRIES
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1178, BROADWAY #4, 28TH STREET BETWEEN 5TH & BROADWAY NEW YORK NY - 10001 U.S.A

TEL : (212) 481 7111/ (212) 481 7337 FAX : (212) 447 6542 EMAIL : millwholesale@yahoo.com
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Entrepreneurship

I3- If you have to write about the African people living in the
|United States what will be the theme?

IThe title will be, The Bravery of My People, and the topic is going
jto be how African people struggle to survive and make things right.
IAfrican men and women open their small businesses, hire people,

:create jobs, take care of their family in the US and back home, they

Jare courageous people. They inspire me and I am blessed and
Iproud to be part of the African community in the America.

I You have participated in the work of the United Nations
with the first ladies in 2010 in New York to stop
jthe excision of female genitalia, what does the combat repre-
[sent for you?

IIt’s a difficult combat to lead. Although religion never recom-
Imends this abdominal practice, the (cultural) tradition made it an
Iobligation in our societies. Men won’t do the combat for us. We
are the women who feel the pain. So we have to stand up to to
jprotect the young girls to save the future generation. It’s my
|daily combat and I wish the same for all the other African
[women. We ask the Guinean government to give more credit to
Ithis combat and fight these practices that violate the rights and

®

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

ithe liberties of women.
| The New Jersey Congress recently gave you an award for
lyour commitment to women’s rights. If you are asked to
Imake proposition on women’s rights in Guinea, what would
'you tell the Guinean government?

|First, I dedicate this award to all the African women who with the
Iprice of their lives, fight to make themselves understood and to

defend their fundamental rights. To answer to your question, I

.2 BN

and children rights. They have to know that women can do betterl
than men. The first street police in the years of 1990 was a woman.|
The first to direct the National Council of Transition in Guinea was!
a woman. The president of Liberia, the former president of Ireland,j
and the current president of Brazil are women. We can do more ifl
they give us more tasks to do. I wish that they would consult!
African women to help themselves reach a higher level. As for wej
women, it’s time to stop playing victims and to participate in thel
political life of our countries. If we don’t trust our capacities, men,

will not mind. |

You have created the foundation “Fonbale” “http://www.fon- |
dale.org” www.fondale.org. What is its meaning and the goal? |
And could you tell me about your realizations and projects.? |
Fondale means: Fondation Binta Ann pour les enfants (Binta Ann
Foundation for Children). It’s an NGO to help children and
women; to bring them moral support, logistically and financially.
We fight against genital mutilation; we encourage education of
young girls; we sensitize youth against HIV and STD. We need
the financial support of anyone to send back home the goods that
we have collected. We have trust in the good faith of everybody.

What advice do you have for the ordinary African
women?

Even in the lowest echelon, women have to have their right to

let them accomplish their duties in dignity. Women don’t have
to consider themselves as a second performer. They have toj
} dbelong to the sphere of decision-making; They also have tol
4 pursue the combat against excision which is a old and cruel:
practice that brings nothing to the woman. Dear women,|
3 “although you are housewife, in the field, in the market, in thel
street or in the offices, tell yourself that you are a pillar of the
society, you are indispensable and useful. Believe in your selfl
and your capacity to change the world. You are exceptional:
¥ and you are a example of the future generations., translate tes-|
““timonies or documents, and take them to the court. I assistl
them emotionally and share their pain and joy in the process of get-:
ting their legal papers. |

Thank you for your time Mrs. Binta Ann I
Thank you for doing a great job in the community and for being:
here for us. 1
P.s One part of the interview is made by nenehawa.com in french{
and translated by karimtosh I

Tailor Eleg

163 A WEST 121 ST NEW YORK NY
(Inside Miza Hair Brtaiding Center)

BERTIN MASTER TAILOR
TEL: 646-399-5500
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Fashion

Ibrahima Sawadogo an Ivorian designer dreams bigger dreams

Ibrahima Sawadogo an Ivorian young man, has been a designer
in the Bronx for about 2 years. Inspired by a famous african styl-
ist, Pathe’O from Burkina Faso, Sawadogo has been doing this
ob for more than two decades, but never intended to do it in the
nited States. Due to his father’s illness Sawadogo never attend-
ed school instead he attended a mandrassa (Coranic school) at

STYLE
BR@DER

VIATTRE IBRAHIM

209 E 165 st
Corner Sheridan
Bronx 10456

age of 13. He quickly learned tailoring. A few years later he and
some of his brothers and friends, Ali, Djibril, Noufou,
Souleymane, decided to launch their own designs named “Style
Couture”. The group became very famous, and had a lot of cus-
tomers. Style Couture participated in a lot of events and fashion
shows like: Ciseaux d’Or in 1990; FIAO in Burkina Faso
(International Arts & Crafts Fair) in 1993; the two fashion shows
at the Hotel Sofitel and Wafou. Their group was even invited to
host a private viewing in Nigeria.

In 2009, Sawadogo came in the US as a visitor and decided to go|
back home to continue his job but things would happen different-
ly. The political war hit his country Ivory Coast, Sawadogo unwill-
ingly fled Abidjan (the capital) to find shelter in the US. Just as
anybody who first arrives, life was not easy. Sawadogo decided to
take a temporary job here in America, with the intent of returning]
home when the situation was calmed, but he could not find a job
anywhere. At the same time he had a chance to meet a friend who
practices tailoring. He started sewing and distinguish himself by
his self confidence and ability. Within just a few months he decid-
ed to found his own place. Today he is one of the better known tai-|
lor/stylist in New York because of his professionalism and the
respect he has for the customers. Sawadogo tells Afro Mart, how|
he, “... does the job on time,” and never takes customer’s money
when he knows that he will not finish the job on time. For now he
works by himself but he is willing to hire some tailors to help him.
From there he believes he could dream bigger dreams.

By Stephan Douglas .

TEL : 646-500-9286 = cemail:'sawadogo201034@yahoo'fr




Communlty

/GUINEAUSA

THE MISS GUINEA USA STAFF ARE PROUDLY BRINGING TO YOU THE'mANNUAL MGUSA 201 1
SATURDAY DECEMBER 24. FATIMA DIALLO, CEO "LETS RAISE OUR FL TOGETHER WE

Mission:
The Miss Guinea USA Organization objective is to empower
young Guinean girls here in the United States and else where
around the globe. We want these girls to take control of their
lives and economic situations; in order to position themselves
to better effect a real change in the various crisis the women of
Guinea are facing today.

We will provide them with all the resources necessary to help
them to build a firm foundation through education and com-
muin America and around the world. We are determined to
bring to the fore-front the rich and diverse Guinean cultures.

Miss Guinea Pageant
December 24, 2011

in America and around the world. We are deter-
mined to bring to the fore-front the rich and
diverse Guinean cultures.

Education:

We will provide the educational support through
our Scholarship program to help the youth of
Guinea. This will help the contestants achieve
their goals, and also help shape their leadership
abilities. The Miss Guinea USA Organization Inc.
believes that education is the key to success. Our
organization is determined to work hand on hand
with the Guinean community leaders to ensure the
focus of education is a priority of our youth both
in the United States and back home in Guinea.

The winner of Miss Guinea USA 2011 will work
with the men, women, and kids within the
Guinean communities. She will document on the
daily struggles of life that the Guinean Diaspora
encounters across the United States of America.

WATCH YOUR BEST TV SHOW ONLINE
WWW.AFRICATVUSA.NET

L.;.ﬂl
sl

,/;..'

; @ \ ‘ Q‘

R ;
Khady Coulibaly hosting a TV how with Miss
Guinea Team. Watch this TV show in www.africatvusa.net

Khady Coulibaly and Miss
Guinea Team
21

- Doussouba Diabate Guinean
artist waiting to be interviewed
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The African Women for Good Governance(AWGG
was established in 2011 The AWGG is a non-profit

organisation that offers support and services to Afti- [

ican women all over the world. Their outrage prog-
rams include , but are not limited to, Good Governa-
nce, Health, Education, Mentoring, Movement, Film
Skilled Labor, Arts, Abuse, Counseling, Global, Am-
bassadors & Cultural Flavor.

§£ |great firstinitiative o

Women for Good Governance has
organized a fundraiser November

26,2011 for the victims of Ivory Coast
war. Hundred of people voluntarily

made donations to su#o ort this
GG.

ll They have collected more than six

housand dollars and many others

\ goods. This is their first fundraiser

and many more are coming.

dFor your donations please contact:

1-570-310-0120 code 286-7382




BROADWAY BEAUTY WHOLESALE LLC

IMPORT, EXPORT & WHOLESALE OF
HOSIERY & SOCKS, HUMAN HAIR, HAIR AND SKIN CARE PRODUCTS,
BODY OIL, MAKEUP PRODUCTS AND ACCESSORIES
FULL RANGE OF AFRICAN BEAUTY PRODUCTS UNDER ONE ROOF
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TED SOFER EsqQ, PC

115 BROADWAY 17 FLOOR SUITE 1704 NEW YORK, NY 10006

¥SEHABLA 20 ANS DE SERVICE ET DE SUCCES)NUS

*"919¢AU SERVICE DES COMMUNAUTES | s
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LE CABINET EST SPECIALISE EN:

-IMMIGRATION ET DEPORTATIONS- DROITS DES AFFAIRES-
-PROBLEMES CRIMINELS- REPRESENTATION AU TRIBUNAL
-DIVORCES- ACCIDENTS DE TRAVAIL ET D’AUTOMOBILE-
BANKRUPTCY-TAXES ETC...

OFFICE:212-346-2000 CELL: 646-515-8988
FAX: 212-346-2501/ Email: TSOFER@LITIGATION-NY.COM
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